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Wisconsin Coalition for Social Connection to Recognize Social Connection Awareness Week
November 8-14

Everyday Connections, Lasting Impacts

(City, WI) — The Wisconsin Coalition for Social Connection (WCSC)will recognize Social Connection Awareness Week November 8–14, highlighting the importance of relationships and the everyday connections that help individuals, organizations, and communities thrive. Through partnerships across the state, YOUR ORGANIZATION HERE promotes awareness of social connection policies, programs, and activities that foster meaningful relationships.

This year’s theme, “Everyday Connections. Lasting Impacts.” focuses on how building relationships can help create more connected and supportive communities.

Everyday connections can have a lasting impact. A conversation, shared experience, helping hand, or simple check-in can help people feel connected, supported, and included. 

Building relationships happen at every level—individual, organizational, and community.

At the individual level, relationships grow through interactions with family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, and others. Simple actions such as checking in, listening, making an introduction, volunteering, sharing a resource, or reaching out to someone new can strengthen relationships and create a sense of connection and belonging.

Organizations also play an important role in creating opportunities for connection. Schools, libraries, businesses, nonprofits, healthcare organizations, and community partners can bring people together, create welcoming spaces, share resources, and build relationships. Strong relationships between organizations can lead to new partnerships and greater opportunities to support the people and communities they serve.

At the community level, relationships come together to create stronger networks of connections. When people know one another, organizations work together, and community members feel welcome and included, communities are better able to share information, respond to challenges, connect people to resources, and create opportunities for everyone to participate and contribute.

Building relationships does not require something big or complicated. A conversation, invitation, connection, or simple act of kindness may seem small, but these everyday moments can make a difference. Over time, they can help create communities where people know one another, support one another, and feel like they belong.

During Social Connection Awareness Week, WCSC encourages everyone to consider: Who can you connect with as an individual? How can your organization create more opportunities for people to connect? What can you do to strengthen relationships in your community?

Small steps to build relationships and strengthen social connections can make a meaningful difference in our lives and communities. 
The Wisconsin Coalition for Social Connection will host two free virtual events featuring speakers who will share their experiences, ideas, and perspectives on building relationships and creating meaningful connections. 

· Tuesday, November 10, 9–10 a.m. | Simple Ways to Build Relationships and Strengthen Our Communities: Explore practical ways to build relationships and strengthen connections in our communities.
· Thursday, November 12, 1–2 p.m. | Independent Living Centers—Enhancing Meaningful Connections: Learn about the role of independent living centers in supporting accessibility, self-direction, and meaningful social connections.

To learn more about Social Connection Awareness Week, explore event details, and find ways to get connected, visit ConnectWI.org. 	Comment by vicki kamp: Add in local resources here. 
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